PRESS RELEASE sad02eng 07/05/2008

THE SAD SMOKY MOUNTAINS & skyscrapers
ignition, through the use of symbols and thoughts,  of broken hearted mountains as well as broken hearts of those who go across them

MAIN SIMULTANEOUS IGNITION

SUNDAY 11th MAY, 13.00 LOCAL TIME

Today Alberto Peruffo, author of the global campaign Sad Smoky Mountains, announced the day and hour of the first simultaneous ignition of red smokes, on all the mountains and hills that joined the project. The day is Sunday 11th May, at 13 local time, to coincide with the armoured ascension of the chinese olympic torch on Mount Everest. A protest action against the violation of human rights and chinese repression in Tibet.

A warning pre-ignition will take place in Vicenza, Italy (the town of Peruffo), on the hills that sorround the town (Berici hills, Montecchio Maggiore hills), on Saturday 10th at 19.00.

On the 4th of May some pre-ignitions occurred: for example on Mount Perdido (on the Pyrenees, Spain), and on Nuvolau (on the Dolomites around Cortina), where they are making preparations for this collective action, with different creative contributions (attached, you can find photos of pre-ignitions and the installation if the architect Enrico Ghezze on Faloria).

More than 100 summits are involved in the civil action and work of art Sad Smoky Mountains: during the last few days joined summits such as North Table Mountain (Colorado, Usa), Rittner Horn on Süd Tirol Alps, Corno Grande, Corno Piccolo and Pizzo Cefalone on Gran Sasso (Apeninnes), Nanos on Dinaric Alps (Slovenia), Mount Giovo and Rondiniano (Modena Apeninnes), Puy de Manse (France). And also historically importan summits such as Col Moschin and Summano (near Vicenza and Asiago) where lots of soldiers died during World War I.

We estimate that more than 500 people (climbers, excursionists, activists) will move to give a concrete and symbolic warning signal that Earth sends to mankind, in an age of moral and environmental abuses. As wrote a native american from New York, whoo recognized that the red smoke, in the image symbol of this happening, is a modified version of Twin Towers smoke: «The Earth weeps man's delirium».

Alberto Peruffo will be on the Matterhorn (Cervino) with Michele Guerrini, Alpine guide from Vicenza, Mirco Scarso, president of Montecchio's CAI (italian climbers association), and other mates such as Ermanno Salvaterra, the great mountaineer from Trento who should come back in time from Spain. Also Romano Benet and Luca Vuerich, climbers with great experience and style (also on the mountains there is an ethic), will climb Triglav (in Slovenia). But, as underlines Peruffo: «This is an international collective experience that doesn't need famous names, but genuine  motivations that often professional climbers have lost, slave to their passion or to the interests linked to them. So, some climbers don't want to compromise their relations with China, they prefer shut their eyes in front of the iniquities that are happening in these days on Mount Everest (complete militarization) and in Tibet (repression and killings). Someone fears the possibility to lose their passion due to the fact that they can have restrictions in an area, which is important “for climbing”, as recently declared Simone Moro in an interview. The choiche is yours».

Sad Smoky Mountains is receiving a growing interest, on the internet and not only: Alberto Peruffo was interviewed by Radio Rai (main italian radio network), by the german magazine Sz-online.de, and the logo of SSM is on the homepages of Italia-Tibet association, Tibet Community in Italy, and of the Peace and Human Rights Center at Padua University.

The complete list, and all the informations are on the website: www.sadsmokymountains.net.

Thanks for the attention,

Press Office “SadSmokyMountains”

Email: info@antersass.it  - http://www.sadsmokymountains.net/
Phone: Giulio Todescan +39 3407749213
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«The autor tried to create a work of art in which everyone could express his uneasiness on contemporary facts: the project is an individual, person, action of dissent, that everyone can do, alone, in group, and that can become a collective, global warning sign»

18/04/2008 [from the introduction to a radio interview]

